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A Germun submarine had sunk ten ves- | naglonalities, nrmed of narn " 1
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provide for thelr safety and the Ad- roads. The general belief In ralirond cif-| over to looal conl dealors for dlstribu- | walting to be forwardad, more steamships and one salling ship | taeking submarine I provided o
ministration s Gelng all It can to delay | clan In thut the shippers could cooperate | Lom, The rallroad ofMicials made no e with an aggregate tonnage of J0.000 |4 remolution Intraduced 1 the .
the development of the acute sltuation. mucoornfully (o eume the erinin by un-|oppositlon, The confiscated coal han re-| J, O, C. DELAYS ACTION. |have been wsunk,” mays the Overseas |of Deputios by Andre Latevi, .
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cipltated by Oarmany, It Is explained,
and the United Bintes hus no means of
holding Germany In check.

In response o questicns
officlals seid frankly that the Amerien
wm.-mu ba antitled to know thi
a between the German and Amer
lean Governments was hardly a matts

Conference Proposal in
Writing,

gt Secretary Insisted Ritter l‘ut:[.m-kawanna Announces Ban

on Freight Shipments West
as Well as East.

of the American Rallway Assoelation,

“I think perhaps the presumption nm'
there I8 a car shortage 18 not entirely
varrect,” he sald, “I think If the roads |
AnA Ehippers were to cooperate clogely
with fach other the squipment of this
country In ample for its normal needs.
L do not mean when | say ‘Its normal

GRAIN STORES PILE UP.

Appenl for Cars Made by Chicago
Roard of Trade.
lflu:.".mu. Feb, 14.—Extra offorts on

tlon at Jersey Terminals,

Wasttivaron, Feb, 14—A propossx]
by the rallroads 1o reduce from five
dayn to two the fres tlme sllowance on
domostie freleht held ut Jersay Clty
and other points in New Jerwey for finat
delivery at New York, a measurs de-

aelg, with a total tonnage of 19,000, In
the Atlantle. Among these were two
steamuhips of 4,000 1one, carrying eorn
and other food supplies: one of 2,300
tons, with saltpetre to England ; two of
5000 tons, with conl fhre Gibraltar and
the Twnllan State rallroads, and anothor
of 2,100 tons, cnrrying ofl to Queens-

that thin crentes w new sligat .
must not be neglected
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The Aunsiriam Note.

The Austro-Hungarian Government
sent (o the United States & note yirtually
with the dGerman nole an-
nouncing the (nitiation of the U-boat
blocknde, The German note caused the
break In diplomatie relations, but the
Austrian note was viewed In a slightly
diferent light.
- I the cane of Austrin-Hungary there
has been no warning such as the Pres-
dent's Sussex pole, which Informed Cer-
many that diplomatlo relations wonld be
pevercd unless rhe should “Immodiately
fleclare and effect an ahandonment of
Megal submarine warfare.” The rela-
tions of the U'nited ®tatesa and Austria-
Hungary on the submarine lssue rested
on the understanding reached after the
attack by an Austrisn submarine on the
Ancona.  Austria subsequently ungreed
to wage “cruiser warfare” with her sub-
the Mediterrancan, which
tmplied that her naval eommanders
would follow the practice of visit and
pearch and conduct thelr enmpalgn along
the recognized line of international law.
Germany Ineldentn! - agreed to have her
ally, Austria, v e this policy. Berlin
took the stand inat her own submarine
warfare was in reprieal to the “lliegal
British  blockade” and thereby had
areatsr latitudo than the methed which
Auatria proposed 1o follow,

Because of Austris s po-called “erulaer
warfare” with her submarines (n the
Mediterranean the Unlted States has
had virtually mo complaints agalnst that
Now, however, Auntrin

that she will follow Germany’'s lead and
sink al! ships without warning.

Warning 1o Vieann,

This Government hnd made it at once
clear 10 Vienna through Ameriopn Am.
it ennnot maine-
tain relations with the Austro-Hunga-
rlan Governmunt on this basls, and
furthermore that the ["nited Ntutes will
take measures to protect s ships and

logally by Austrinn naval commnndera
But this Government hos not a. ompa-
this warning with an immediste
k in diplomatle relatione, as in the
edse of Germany. The United Hintes
han given Austria a chance tn think
matters over and ses If an undersiand-
can be reached.
Ington does not expect Austrin to

TI that Count Tarnowsk’ will be re.
ved as Ambassador .o liret overt

aet of an Austriun submarine aguinst an | ®5 diplomatic usage permitied ingurance rates since Hw. Kni:u*l' de- e~ e = g . " .
Diplomnts gay to-day that §f Berlin | clared his submuarine poliey. With the -
Amerioan Whip of - againkt Amerioan | | DIPIOmate say to-day that It beriln | cared hix eubmarine policy.  With the| OU can share the inspiration of great minds. You can be heir to the knowl

lives will probably result in n severance
of diplomatic relations ond u  virtual
Mate of war at the same time.

Ths Impresston hare |8 that the sub.
marine which attacked the Lyman M.
Law may be Austrian, but ns she flaw
no flag It will be diMicult to ascerialn the
facts, ‘There are broad Intimations that
the German and Ausirian submarines
may all work together, all under the
@German flag or all Nying no colors,

The Government ls working with des-
pateh on the plan, and it I8 now gener-
ally known that the President has deters
mined that fiermany =hall not ba per-
mitted to indefinitely hold up Ameriean
ships. The fact that nnnouncement of
the President's decivion has been de-
Wyed for diplomatic reasons does pot
mean Lthat (t |8 not known te the officluls
in charge of putting the plan In opera-

The Presldent’s time to-day w s (aken
up ahnoat exclusively with pro autlon-
ary war problems. He recelved (ow visi-
tora and In devoting much of his time
in the evenings to wrestling with the
avalanche of pressing malters which
have come up for decinlon,

WICKERSHAM URGES

Tells Commcu'fal‘ Travellers
2o Spread Gospel of United
American Spirit.

able comment In Jdiplomatic clrcies here
to«day. It is generally felt that the
Berlin Forelgn OMos as well as diplo«
mats and othera here wecking to help the
ierman eause would have sucessded In
serlously embarrassing the Administras |
flon except for the fact that Mr, Lansing |
turned the whole wituation adroitly to
this Government's advuniage by Insist-
Ing that Dr, Ritter, fhe Swise Minister,
pressnt the propoeal In written form,

The Importance of this diplematic
stroke han to-day become apparent in
view of dlarmany's official denial that
suach a propodal wis made 1o the United
Bintes, The Swiss Minister, it iy steted |
In Berlln, had no avthority to make
Buch a proposal nnd the effort s obvi-
ously made by CGermany to lay the
blame for this “misrepresentation of
Oarmany’'s sttitude” at the door of the
United SBtutes Government,

Had Dr. Ritter made the proposal in-
formally he could now, it s explained,
have pleaded 1hat Becretary Lansing
misunderstood him and that he had no
Intention to have the Tmperial Clerman
Government nssume responsihility for
tho move. But Becretary Laneing has
the Bwirs Minister's stntement In hiack
wnd white to the effect that Germany
wished to make the proposal, As D
Titter (s the oMelal reprosentativa of
Berlin here thera enn no longer ba any
question aa to the correciness of thig
Government in assuming that the pro-
posal had the offielal sanction of the
Wilhelmstrasse,

There may still be some question ns
e whether Dr. Ritter was to blames for
s mo-culled misrepregentation of der-
nmueny’s attitude.  HBut thera ean be no
question as to Eecretary lLansing's Jus-
tfleation for taking the stand he did

D, Ritter first saw Mr. Lansing about
Gurmany’'s apparent determination * to
have the United Btates sunctlon a re-
vised form of the treaty of 1790-1538
and ipcidentally remarited that Ger-
many wiks ready now &8 formerly 1o
negutiate with the United Hiutes over
tie U-boat blockade,

Instead of informing Dr. Ritter that
he could mot entertain the ldea, M
Lansing evinced intarsst |n i, and pro-
poscd that it he written out in the form
of o “formal eemmunicatlon,” so that
he vould take it up with the Presidant.
Dv, Ritter returned to the legniion, and
on Sunday night the formal stitement
wan handed to Mr. Lansing. It was
taken te the President mnd a: once re-
Jected us promptly and as emphatically

proposal In writing the German Goveri-
ment never would have attempted to
deny the fact that It was made,

BERLIN “EXPLAINS.

One Cendition of Conference Was
Reaumpting of Relations,

in which the Minister offered, I Ger-|
many was pgreciable, to medinte in :.a‘u-|
tiations with the American Government
about the declarmtion of prohibited areas,
a8 thereby the danges of war between
Germany and the United States might be |
diminished. '

“The Bwiss Government was then ra- |
guested to Inforni its Minister at Wash-
Inglon that Germany, as hefore, wae!
ready to negotiate with America In case
the commerce barrier against  onrel
enemies remigned untouched.

“As Is obvlous, GQermany could have
entered into such negotiations unly on
condition that, fAirstly, diplomatic rela-
tlons between America und Germany
should be restored, and, eecondly, that
the object of the negotiutions could only |
be certaln concessions respecting Ameri-

thus, e en If diplomatie relations with
Amerkca were restored, b in no clreum-
stances relaxed,

“The reply of the Swiss Minister at
Washington expressed very elearly thu
in the resolute carrying out of our
U-boat war agninet the entlre

trada paralysis within a day ortwe. This
bun on shipments away from New York
doubles the menace represented In tha
present  almost universal ban  agrinst
shipments to the clity., The Lackawannas
in issuing 1ta order emphasized that it
had no alternative, “owing to the In-
abllity of the roads leading west from
Iuffalo to handle freight delivered 10
them at that point’

In Buffalo at the present time It Is
eatimated thero are 10,000 frelght oars,
mostly those of the Lackawanna. In
other yards near by there are As many
more, Untll thin pressure ix Hfted the
path undoubtedly will remain blocked
not ouly for the Lackawanna but for
the New York Central and other roads,
The situation in Buffale Is dupllcated
ut muny other rallroad switching pointa
close 1o the Rastern seaboard, and in and
about New York it 1s much more grave

It had been expected by many of the
rosds that there would be a definite an-
nouncement of marine pollcy  from
Washington, soms word that would give
n measure of reassurance Lo the vessals
that have delaved loading. In the ab-
sence of such word there hiaa been no
unloading of the thousands of cars at
the Atluntio terminals.

No Solantion In Bight,

Hallronds and rhippers were unable
tn find any solution yesterdany. There
were many rumoers of drastle Inereases
of demurrage to compel the conslgiecs
to tule thelr stuff out of the rallroad
cars, hut nothing defin e will be done in
this divection until the Interstate Com-
meree Commisslon gives approval. The
shippora oxpressed willingness to fres
the oars |# storing Fpace could be found,
but tn all the Bastern ¢ltles—and the
stime situntion appiies (n every rallroad |
centpe—docks, wirehouses, sloreroolns
and vards are crowded beyond normal
capncity.,

Much of the foodstuffs and materinls
now In warehouses 18 marked for for-
eign shipment, and any interference with
It would mean loss of valuable contructs
to the shippers. Thousands of messages
were sent abroad yesterday hezging for
releasa from  present eompliance.  The |
foreign agenits wera asked to glve per-
mission to throw the stuff on the loeal
markets. There Is hope there will be |
neaenit In many cases because much of
the produce has deteriornted and will be
useless when finglly put on shipboard,

An elemant thut adda to hopefulness
In this direction is the fact that there
have been radical incroases In marine

by ithe unationn! dovernment and  the'
prospects of partinl or tetal loss, there |
grome 1o Lo Hitie loft for the fopeisn
roneignees ta do save aceepl the situn-
tloy nnd take the procceds on local sales

Might Cat Prices.

Buch ncuon would throw on the mar-
kets of the East hundreds of thousands
of tons of food and other commodities. |

Automatically It would reiense thou- |
sands of cars In every sevtion of the!
country and permit a readjustment of |
fraight comiitions that would prevent a |
recurrence of the present orisis. |

As the sitpation stands now every. |
body I losing money. The consumer,
cut off from the normsl flow of foods
and materinls, has to pay exorbitantly
for the litile that flters through. The
#hippers, deprived of thelr channels, are |
at a standstill, which, of vourse, means
n loss,  The commiselon men, wihout
commodities In which to barter, lose
thoir profite,  The rallroads, without the |
ure of the cars, suffer worst of il

The car shortage alrendy has cost tha
rallroads S80,000,000 in earnings, Every
duy the congestlon increasey wdds to that
figure. Now., with the embarge existing

eArn in transit.

There I8 another consfderation in the
orl "8, one that hourly s taking
decper moment—-the necessity for

on |
the
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